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Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

425B Smyth Hall - 0403
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061

540/231-4490  FAX: 540/231-3075

egrucker@vt.edu
MEMORANDUM
DATE:

August 2, 2017
TO:

Contact Persons for Commercial Companies and Universities Submitting Entries in the Virginia Small Grains Variety Tests

FROM:
Elizabeth Hokanson


Research Associate, Virginia Small Grains Testing Program

SUBJECT:
Entry Forms and Deadlines for Submitting Entries and Seed for the 2017-18 Tests – Deadline for Entries is August 25, for Seed is September 15
The wheat and barley tests are established each year at Blacksburg, Blackstone, Holland, Painter, Orange, Warsaw, and Shenandoah Valley (wheat only).  Each entry is grown at all locations.  Hulled and hulless barleys will be evaluated, statistically analyzed, and reported separately.

Wheat, hulless barley, and hulled barley tests are planted in a randomized complete block design with four replications.  Eleven pounds of wheat seed should be submitted treated with fungicide and insecticide treatments recommended by the company for marketing in Virginia.  In addition, 100 grams of untreated wheat seed should also be submitted for disease and Hessian fly evaluations.  Hulled barley entries require 6 pounds of treated seed plus 100 grams of untreated seed.  Hulless barley entries require 8.5 lb of treated seed plus 100 grams of untreated seed.  The wheat and hulled barley tests will be planted at 44 seeds per square foot.  Hulless barley tests will be planted at 60 seeds per square foot.  No-till wheat and barley will be planted at 48 seeds per square foot and no-till hulless barley will be planted at 66 seeds per square foot.  Plots at all test locations will be planted in seven seven-inch rows with the exception of those at Blacksburg and Warsaw which will be planted in seven six-inch rows.  The plots will be trimmed during the winter from 13 feet to 9 feet in length at all locations.  All recommended practices will be followed with respect to fertility and pest control management.

Results are published annually in a Virginia Cooperative Extension which is distributed widely to extension agents, growers, company representatives, university researchers, and cooperators.  Results are shared with participants at area meetings and placed on the Virginia Cooperative Extension’s website (address: www.ext.vt.edu).
With respect to treatment, entries should be submitted with the seed treatment most widely recommended for the variety when marketed in Virginia.  Your list of entries should be received no later than August 25.   Seed must be received by September 15.  


Seed requirements (by September 15):

Untreated - 100 grams, wheat AND barley
Treated – 11 pounds wheat or 6 pounds hulled barley or 8.5 pounds hulless barley
We request that you be prompt in returning entry forms and sending seed.  Failure to meet the entry deadline will result in entries not getting into the tests.  On-time entry but late seed submittal will result in your company getting charged for the entry but not included in the test.
We appreciate the support from the seed industry for these tests.  We depend greatly on your support for funding the tests.  The suggested contribution is $500 per entry for testing at all locations.  Please make checks payable to Virginia Tech Small Grains Testing Program.  Every possible effort will be made to plant, harvest, and summarize the results of each entry submitted.  If unforeseen circumstances or weather conditions cause loss of crop and data, no financial liability, including return of test fees, is expressed or implied.

Entry forms and financial contributions should be sent to:


Elizabeth Rucker

CSES Department 0403

425B Smyth Hall VA Tech


Blacksburg, VA  24061

Seed should be sent to:


Elizabeth Rucker

Agronomy Farm-Dept of CSES, VA Tech


1008 Old Mill Rd


Blacksburg, VA 24061

Please contact me at (540)-231-4490 (office), (540)-808-3225 (mobile), fax (540)-231-3075 or e-mail (egrucker@vt.edu) if you need to discuss entries in the test.  We accept faxed or mailed copies of the entry form.  We welcome submission of advanced experimental lines that are adapted to Virginia.  Thank you for your interest and support of the Virginia Small Grains Testing Program.

cc:
Wade Thomason


Carl Griffey
